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When	was	my	smith	and	wesson	manufactured

While	there	are	numerous	reasons	to	purchase	a	used	gun,	the	most	common	reason	revolves	around	price.	The	price	of	used	firearms	is	typically	cut	by	25%,	or	more,	off	the	suggested	retail	price.	The	cost	can	vary	and	depends	on	different	factors,	including	but	not	limited	to,	the	condition	of	the	gun,	rarity,	and	any	upgrades	or	aftermarket
accessories.	Additionally,	our	Outlet	models	sport	rock-bottom	prices	and	can	be	easily	searched	by	type	of	gun,	caliber,	and	price	range.		Shopping	the	used	gun	circuit	is	a	great	way	to	find	firearms	that	are	no	longer	in	production.	Gun	companies	are	always	on	the	lookout	for	ways	to	improve	upon	existing	inventory	or	create	something	new	for
their	customers.	New	products	sometimes	mean	previously	manufactured	guns	go	by	the	wayside,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	out-of-production	firearms	aren’t	still	loved	​—	and	sought	after.	If	you’re	shopping	for	a	gun	that’s	no	longer	made,	our	used	gun	inventory	is	the	place	to	go!Purchasing	used	guns	is	also	a	fantastic	way	to	find	models	with
upgrades,	aftermarket	add-ons,	and	accessories	for	a	fraction	of	the	cost.	Some	packages	may	include	extra	magazines,	grips,	interchangeable	backstraps,	holsters,	and	more.	Just	another	way	Guns.com	helps	fellow	gun	enthusiasts	stretch	their	hard-earned	dollars.In	addition,	our	Collector’s	Corner	houses	a	large	selection	of	some	of	the	most	highly
sought	military	surplus,	guns	of	historical	significance,	unique	limited	runs,	and	more!	These	include	firearms	made	by	Smith	&	Wesson	and	dozens	of	other	manufacturers.			The	S&W	Model	25	has	been	around	for	65	years	and	is	an	iconic	wheel	gun	(Photos:	Guns.com)	Introduced	in	1955,	the	big	N-framed	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	25	was	originally
marketed	as	the	“.45	Target	Model”	and	it	is	easy	to	see	why.	Essentially	a	modernized	update	to	their	old	World	War	I-era	Model	of	1917—	which	in	turn	was	largely	rebooted	as	the	Model	1950	.45	Army–	the	.45	Target	Model	was	a	big,	5-screw	double-action	revolver	made	by	S&W	to	use	the	.45ACP	cartridge	with	moon	clips	or	the	.45	Auto	Rim
without	the	devices.	Standard	features	at	the	time	included	a	target	trigger	and	hammer,	a	high	Partridge-style	front	sight,	and	beefy	checkered	wood	grips	with	a	gold	S&W	medallion	inlay.	Finished	in	a	deep	blue,	the	guns	were	originally	offered	in	4-	and	6.5-inch	pinned	barreled	versions.	This	early	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	25-2	up	for	grabs	in	the
Guns.com	Vault	is	both	classic	and	collectible.	This	revolver	is	chambered	in	.45	ACP	and	features	a	6.5″	barrel.	Note	the	Partridge-style	front	sight.	Its	“N”	prefix	serial	number	points	to	a	production	date	of	after	1969	but	before	1977.	S&W’s	earlier	M1917	had	previously	been	used	with	“full”	or	“half-moon”	clips	that	held	six	or	three	rounds	of	.45
ACP,	respectively,	with	the	clips	providing	the	rimless	cartridge	a	base	for	the	revolver’s	extractor	to	push	the	brass	from	the	cylinder.	The	Model	25,	when	chambered	in	.45ACP,	still	uses	the	same	style	clips.	Proving	popular	with	Bullseye	competitors,	after	1957	the	45	Target	Model	was	officially	listed	in	Big	Blue’s	catalog	as	the	Model	25–	with	the
Model	1950	rebranded	as	the	Model	22–	and	soon,	other	calibers	and	barrel	lengths	were	added.	To	celebrate	the	company’s	125th	anniversary	in	1977,	Smith	issued	a	limited	run	of	commemorative	Model	25s,	25-3	guns,	chambered	in	.45	Colt.	They	bore	a	gold-filled	barrel	roll	mark	and	an	anniversary	seal	on	the	side	plate.	The	Goncalo	Alves	target
grips	had	sculptured	medallions	while	the	front	sight	changed	to	a	ramped	red	insert	style	target	sight	with	an	adjustable	rear.	Moving	forward,	generational	improvements	on	the	Model	25	series	typically	alternated	between	.45ACP	and	.45	Colt	versions,	with	the	even	numbers	going	to	the	former	and	odd	dashes	to	the	latter.	For	instance,	the	25-6
was	chambered	in	.45	ACP	while	the	25-7	was	a	.45	Colt.	By	1979,	Smith	had	replaced	the	6.5-inch	barrels	models	with	a	shorter	6-inch	variant	in	production,	while	retaining	the	4-inch	models	and	introducing	an	even	longer	8.375-inch	model	as	well.	This	1980s-era	S&W	Model	25-5	in	.45	Colt	is	a	more	compact	4-inch	model.	They	have	a	reputation
for	being	very	accurate	and	are	a	great	example	of	Smith	&	Wesson’s	high-quality	production.	This	particular	specimen	up	for	grabs	in	the	Guns.com	Vault	includes	an	extra	Pachmayr	grip	set	and	protective	case.	Then	there	is	this	25-5	with	the	distinctive	8-inch	barrel	By	1991,	Smith	dropped	the	Model	25	from	their	regular	catalog,	leaving	it	as	a
special	production	gun	and	in	1999	halted	even	that.	After	a	brief	hiatus,	however,	the	big	.45	target	revolver	was	reintroduced	with	the	25-11	series	just	after	the	Millenium.	Today,	S&W	continues	making	the	Model	25	as	part	of	their	Classic	line	of	revolvers	with	a	pinned	Patridge	front	sight,	Micro-Adjustable	rear,	and	6.5-inch	barrel.	Available	as
part	of	the	company’s	Classics	line	the	Smith	Wesson	Model	25	is	a	double-action	revolver	chambered	in	45	LC	or	45	ACP.	It	is	built	on	a	large	N-frame	and	is	the	target	version	of	the	Model	22.	SEE	GREAT	DEALS	ON	NEW	&	USED	S&W	MODEL	25s	1	of	20	2	of	20	3	of	20	4	of	20	5	of	20	6	of	20	7	of	20	8	of	20	9	of	20	10	of	20	11	of	20	12	of	20	13	of
20	14	of	20	15	of	20	16	of	20	17	of	20	18	of	20	19	of	20	20	of	20	All	Handguns	subscribers	now	have	digital	access	to	their	magazine	content.	This	means	you	have	the	option	to	read	your	magazine	on	most	popular	phones	and	tablets.	To	get	started,	click	the	link	below	to	visit	mymagnow.com	and	learn	how	to	access	your	digital	magazine.	Get	Digital
Access	Get	the	latest	new	and	updates	on	products,	news	and	events	Thank	you!	We	have	added	you	to	our	newsletter.	Get	the	latest	new	and	updates	on	products,	news	and	events	Thank	you!	We	have	added	you	to	our	newsletter.	They	only	carry	five	rounds	of	.38	Spl	+P	ammunition	and,	at	15	ounces,	they	weigh	about	the	same	as	some
autoloaders	that	hold	more	rounds.	At	first	blush,	it	might	seem	that	Smith	&	Wesson’s	little	J-frame	revolvers	have	outlived	their	usefulness.	So	the	question	is,	are	these	diminutive	hideout	guns	still	relevant?	If	sales	mean	anything,	then	the	answer	is	an	unqualified	“yes.”	Smith	&	Wesson’s	J-frame	revolvers	remain	huge	sellers.	But	why?	There	are
a	lot	of	good	reasons	to	own	a	J-frame,	because	the	advantages	that	small	revolvers	offer	to	CCW	holders	outweigh	the	disadvantages	inherent	in	the	platform.	Did	you	know	that:	Carson	Kressley	can’t	limp-wrist	a	snubby.	Not	that	he	tried,	but	I’m	willing	to	bet.	Revolvers	don’t	fail	to	feed	or	fail	to	eject.	Phrases	like	“won’t	return	to	battery,”
“stovepipe	jam”	and	“this	POS	sucks”	are	from	an	alien	language	not	spoken	in	Revolverland.	A	revolver	is	a	superior	weapon	for	close	contact.	Shoved	into	the	ribs	of	a	bad	guy,	the	little	J-frame	conveys	its	message	of	peace,	love	and	understanding	with	surprising	eloquence.	Loading	a	revolver	is	simple.	Reloads	are	reasonably	quick	with	speed
loaders,	and	at	least	one	J-frame	model	comes	from	the	factory	already	cut	for	moon	clips.	People	with	a	“dead	fish”	handshake	may	lack	the	grip	strength	to	rack	a	slide,	but	they	can	easily	press	a	crane	latch	and	swing	open	a	cylinder.	A	snubby	is	as	easy	to	clean	as	a	Rachael	Ray	Hard	Anodized	Sauté	Pan.	When	the	work	is	done,	just	wipe	it	down
and	put	away.	The	gun,	I	mean.	The	pan	could	use	a	bit	of	a	wash.	J-frames	aren’t	picky	about	ammo,	either,	and	they’ll	digest	whatever	they’re	fed.	Compare	that	to	a	pistol	that	can	jam	like	the	Grateful	Dead	when	it’s	fed	cheap	ammo.	Load	any	.38	Special	cartridges,	from	the	priciest	to	the	cheapest,	and	the	J-frame	revolver	will	shoot	them	all.
Revolvers	aren’t	sneaky.	When	there’s	a	round	in	the	cylinder,	it’s	obvious.	Staring	down	the	muzzle	of	a	J-frame	is	very	intimidating.	Even	though	the	revolver	is	small,	it	doesn’t	look	like	a	toy.	Snubbies	are	inexpensive	to	buy.	The	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	642	pictured	here	cost	$332	NIB,	excluding	sales	tax.	The	gun	hasn’t	been	invented	that	can	be
deployed	more	swiftly,	or	from	more	places,	than	a	lightweight	snub-nosed	revolver.	From	pocket,	purse	or	holster,	ankle	or	waistband,	stuffed	into	a	small-of-the-back	or	shoulder	holster,	wherever	it’s	carried,	the	snubby	can	be	presented	with	incredible	rapidity.	In	fact,	it	needn’t	be	presented	at	all.	In	a	pinch,	it	will	shoot	through	a	coat	pocket,
holster	or	carry	bag	with	great	speed	and	precision,	ruining	both	the	garment	and	the	bad	guy’s	whole	day.	Finally,	snubbies	look	cool	in	a	retro	kind	of	way.	Gee,	I	wish	I	could	say	the	same	about	myself.	Okay,	beauty	is	in	the	eye	of	the	beholder,	and	the	snub-nosed	holster	hornet	I’m	currently	beholding	is	the	Smith	&	Wesson	642	Airweight.
Airweight	is	what	S&W	calls	its	old	school	lightweight	pocket	revolvers	with	aluminum	frames	and	stainless	steel	cylinders,	cranes	and	barrels	–	and	that’s	the	entire	barrel,	not	just	a	sleeve.	Smith	&	Wesson	also	makes	heavier	small	revolvers	all	in	steel	and	lighter	“Airlight”	models	in	exotic	metals.	The	Airweight	revolvers	fall	someone	in	the	middle
in	terms	of	weight,	and	represent	a	good	balance	between	low	avoirdupois	and	slick	handling.	There	are	three	major	Airweight	variants,	all	sold	under	the	forgettable	and	confusing	model	numbering	system	foisted	upon	the	public	by	Smith	&	Wesson	in	1957.	The	internal	hammer	DAO	variant	of	the	J-frame	that’s	now	called	the	Model	642	was
originally	released	in	time	for	S&Ws	centennial	in	1952.	The	internal	hammer	revolver	is	still	referred	to	as	the	“Centennial”	model,	which	isn’t	a	sexy	name	but	still	packs	more	marketing	punch	than	“642.”	Smith	&	Wesson’s	J-frame	revolvers	remain	among	the	best	pocket	rockets	ever	made;	the	Model	642	is	perhaps	the	best	of	the	best.	The
Centennial	J-frame	conceals	well	and	won’t	hang	up	or	snag	in	a	pocket	or	holster.	It	shoots	very	straight	notwithstanding	its	tiny	1.875”	barrel.	I	like	the	fact	that	it’s	not	made	of	plastic.	The	all-metal	642	sports	a	silver	and	gray	finish;	the	442	is	the	same	revolver,	but	with	a	handsome	blued	finish.	Internally,	they	are	twins	and	they	are	the
archetypes	of	the	genre.	Small	snubbies	are	pop	icons	in	the	gun	world.	Bad	guys	and	good	guys,	off-duty	cops	and	on-duty	thieves,	detectives	and	detectees,	hit	men,	hit	shows	and	hot	chicks	have	all	featured	the	Centennial	as	their	quintessential	concealed	carry	piece.	Maestro,	cue	the	Henry	Mancini	Peter	Gunn	Theme	Music.	Should	everyone
follow	suit	and	pack	Gunn’s	gun?	No,	because	there	are	disadvantages	to	carrying	any	small	revolver.	When	looking	at	the	disadvantages,	we	need	look	no	further	than	the	642’s	trigger.	Sure,	it	has	a	smooth	surface	and	a	sinuous	curve	that	begs	to	be	pressed.	But	once	pressed,	the	shooter	will	know	why	the	little	gun’s	trigger	isn’t	knurled.	It	would
leave	a	permanent,	pressed-in	tattoo.	Frankly,	the	trigger	of	any	new	Airweight	is	as	stiff	as	a	dead	carp	and	cries	out	for	a	power	assist.	Or	at	least	a	windlass.	Measuring	the	pull	weight	is	tough	since	it	exceeds	the	limit	of	most	truck	scales,	but	200	kilos	sounds	about	right.	That’s	a	total	exaggeration	of	course.	Would	you	believe	more	than	12
pounds?	The	upside	of	the	heavy	trigger	is	that	it’s	very	safe	and	the	gun	is	unlikely	to	go	off	accidentally.	In	fact,	during	the	first	range	session,	a	new	shooter	may	begin	to	wonder	if	it	will	go	off	intentionally.	Not	to	worry.	The	revolver	will	fire	every	time.	There	are	two	“cures”	for	what	ails	the	trigger.	A	lot	of	dry	fire	will	break	in	the	revolver	and
soften	the	springs	substantially,	although	even	a	well-used	642	trigger	will	never	rival	that	of	a	top-notch	DA	pistol.	Until	the	trigger	is	well	broken	in,	use	the	crease	of	the	distal	joint,	called	the	“power	crease”	of	the	trigger	finger.	It	will	save	a	lot	of	unnecessary	wear	and	tear	on	tendons	and	ligaments.	The	second	cure,	and	one	that	requires	no
surgery	except	upon	the	gun,	is	a	good	trigger	job	from	a	competent	gunsmith.	The	price	is	usually	very	reasonable	and	elevates	the	trigger	from	ridiculous	to	nearly	sublime,	enhancing	accuracy	and	comfort	without	sacrificing	function	or	safety.	Some	owners	have	swapped	out	the	springs	for	something	softer.	I	haven’t	tried	doing	so,	preferring	to
let	a	‘smith	have	at	it	with	his	collection	of	little	files.	Then	there	are	the	sights.	Successfully	using	these	snag-free	pimples	requires	a	bit	of	practice.	Okay,	a	lot	of	practice.	The	two	stunted	organelles	consist	of	a	ramped	front	sight	that’s	fairly	conventional	in	appearance	but	small.	The	vestigial	rear	sight	is	an	abortion.	The	rear	sight	seems	like	an
afterthought;	it’s	as	if	one	of	the	engineers	suddenly	smacked	himself	on	the	forehead	one	day	because	he	forgot	to	sketch	a	rear	sight	onto	the	shop	drawings.	The	working	part	of	the	rear	sight	is	squared-off	U-notch	that	resides	at	the	end	of	a	trough	running	the	length	of	the	top	strap.	We	all	know	what	a	good	sight	picture	should	look	like,	with	the
front	sight	in	crystal	clarity	and	the	rear	sight	and	target	blurred.	We	all	know	the	mantra	“equal	height,	equal	light.”	We	all	know	these	things,	but	the	rear	sight	on	the	642	does	us	in	when	we	try	to	apply	them.	A	dab	of	sight	paint	on	the	sights	fore	and	aft	can	make	them	marginally	more	useful,	but	that’s	as	far	as	it	goes.	And	if	the	rear	sights
don’t	get	the	sight	picture	all	flummoxed	up,	the	short	4	5/8	inch	sight	radius	will.	As	to	the	recoil,	.38	Specials	don’t	typically	kick	hard,	even	in	+P.	Loaded	into	a	full-sized	revolver	with	a	four	or	six-inch	barrel,	.38s	will	have	average	shooters	punctuating	targets	with	the	lethal	efficiency	of	Jesse	James	or	Annie	Oakley.	Accurate	double-taps	will	be
banged	out	faster	than	Tommy	Lee	paradiddles.	Loading	the	same	rounds	into	a	J-frame	changes	everything.	With	its	two-finger	stock	and	light	weight,	every	press	of	a	642’s	switch	will	make	the	gun	jump	like	a	frog	with	a	hot	poker	up	its	heinie.	Fortunately,	while	the	recoil	takes	the	gun	off-target	right	away,	the	snubby	comes	back	to	point
naturally	and	effortlessly	in	the	blink	of	an	eye.	Although	the	J-frame	is	the	definitive	last	ditch	contact	weapon,	it	was	born	to	rapid	fire.	Shooting	standard	pressure	or	+P	ammo,	the	J-frame’s	comfort	isn’t	compromised	by	its	low	mass.	The	Uncle	Mike’s	boot	grips	that	are	standard	on	the	642	insulate	the	shooter’s	hand	from	any	harshness.	Even
after	a	long	range	session,	a	shooter’s	palm	will	be	none	the	worse	for	wear.	There	are	grips	that	look	better	or	cost	more,	but	none	that	I’ve	tried	work	better	than	the	642’s	standard	grips.	Kudos	to	Smith	&	Wesson	for	an	inspired	choice.	Kudos	also	to	Smith	for	wringing	the	last	bit	of	accuracy	from	this	peashooter.	Pictured	is	a	two	inch,	five-shot
group	that	I	rapid-fired	offhand	at	5	yards	with	Fiocchi	range	ammo.	Results	were	similar	with	Hornady	Critical	Defense,	Remington,	Winchester	White	Box,	Brown	Bear	and	everything	else	I	fed	the	642.	Groups	opened	up	to	about	four	inches	at	ten	yards.	At	25	yards,	still	shooting	offhand,	I	was	on	paper	but	would	hardly	refer	to	the	shotgun
clusters	I	was	shooting	as	“groups.”	Given	my	“ancient	eye	syndrome,”	I	was	pleased	with	minute	of	bad	guy	accuracy	at	25	yards,	which	is	well	past	legitimate	self-defense	distance	in	the	Commonwealth	of	Massachusetts.	Really	good	shooters	with	their	original	eyes	untouched	by	cataracts,	astigmatism	or	farsightedness	can	replicate	my	10-yard
results	at	25	yards	all	day	long,	without	sandbags	or	other	rests.	The	642	is	just	as	accurate	as	it	needs	to	be,	and	maybe	a	little	bit	more.	This	particular	642	came	with	the	controversial	internal	lock	that	most	serious	shooters	despise.	Rumors	about	guns	jamming	because	of	these	“lawyer	locks”	have	proven	to	be	absolutely	true.	Shooters	are	all
individualists	and	may	choose	their	own	path	when	dealing	with	the	lock.	I	note	only	that	removing	the	lock	mechanism	does	not	leave	a	hole	in	the	frame,	because	only	the	guts	need	to	be	removed.	It’s	a	DIY	job,	or	can	be	performed	in	ten	minutes	by	a	gunsmith	when	he	does	the	obligatory	trigger	job	on	this	revolver.	I’d	put	up	a	video,	but	then
you’d	blame	me.	The	main	argument	against	any	snubby	is	its	five-round	capacity.	Some	people	are	uncomfortable	with	the	notion	of	resolving	serious	self-defense	issues	with	so	few	shots	before	needing	a	reload.	Personally,	I’m	not	planning	on	needing	more	than	one	shot	delivered	with	pinpoint	accuracy	to	the	right	spot.	Thus,	one	bad	guy	versus
five	rounds	of	FU	seems	like	an	overlay	to	me.	However,	it’s	the	things	that	aren’t	planned	that	get	people	killed.	Like	a	second	bad	guy.	And	if	I’m	ever	attacked	by	angry	triplets,	five	rounds	aren’t	going	to	cut	it.	So	I	adore	snubbies,	but	not	as	my	EDC	if	I’m	only	carrying	one.	In	Massachusetts,	we	are	limited	to	ten	round	magazines	by	virtue	of	an
“assault	weapons”	ban	that’s	among	the	stupidest	laws	ever	written.	Since	even	a	ten-round	mag	offers	twice	the	ammo	of	my	snubby,	I	tend	to	carry	a	pistol	more	often	than	the	J-frame.	There	are	situations,	though,	where	the	J-frame	revolver	is	my	best	or	only	option.	A	gun	is	only	a	tool,	after	all,	and	using	the	right	tool	for	the	job	is	critical.	When	I
ride	my	bicycle	or	wear	dress	clothes,	for	example,	the	642	carries	and	hides	much	better	and	more	comfortably	than	any	pistol	that	I’ve	tried.	That	includes	some	diminutive	.380s	and	9mms.	I	carry	my	642	around	my	home,	too,	where	I	have	fast	access	to	other	guns	to	finish	the	fight	if	my	snubby	doesn’t.	I	never	saw	a	reason	for	carrying	a	back-up
gun,	but	if	I	did,	the	642	would	be	my	first	and	only	choice.	It’s	the	definitive	BUG.	And	try	carrying	a	Beretta	96	or	a	1911	in	an	ankle	rig.	Another	word	of	warning	to	those	who	may	be	considering	the	purchase	of	a	J-frame	for	a	new	shooter:	don’t.	A	J-frame	would	not	be	a	proper	choice	for	noobs,	especially	women.	Just	ask	Alicia	Keyes.	Yes,	it‘s
cute.	Yes,	it	fits	small	hands.	Yes,	it’s	light.	I’m	referring	to	the	gun,	not	Ms.	Keyes,	although	I’m	sure	that	she’s	all	of	the	above.	That	doesn’t	mean	it’s	the	“right”	gun	for	everyone.	The	snub	nosed	Airweight	is	most	suitable	for	experienced	and	enthusiastic	shooters,	not	for	people	still	searching	for	their	handgun	métier	or	a	new	Safe	Queen.	On	the
other	hand,	no	experienced	shooter	should	be	without	a	J-frame,	and	my	pick	of	the	litter	is	the	Model	642.	Not	only	is	it	a	great	little	belly	gun,	but	the	color	goes	well	with	any	ensemble.	SPECIFICATIONS	Model:	Smith	&	Wesson	Model	642	Caliber:	.38	Special	+P	Cylinder	capacity:		5	rounds	Materials:	Aluminum	frame,	stainless	steel	cylinder,
crane	and	barrel	Weight	empty:	15	ounces	Barrel	Length:	1.875″	Overall	length:	6.31″	Sights:	Integral	front,		fixed	rear	Action:	Double	action	only	Finish:	Matte	silver	Price:	$449	MSRP,	less	via	Brownells	
what	year	was	my	smith	&	wesson	made.	when	was	my	smith	&	wesson	made
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